Model lobbying letter to be sent to national political parties in view of the European elections 2009

Date

To: _________________________, Head of (name of political party) _______________

Dear Madam, Sir

RE: Candidates’ lists for the 2009 European elections and women’s representation

I am joining the campaign initiated by the European Women’s Lobby (EWL)
 to urge you to ensure that candidates’ lists for the 2009 European elections and consequently elected members fully reflect the fact that women make up more than 50% of the European population.

Achieving the equal representation of men and women in political decision-making positions is an indispensable step in the realisation of true democracy. The current under-representation of women in most elected assemblies in Europe, including in the European Parliament is a serious democratic deficit threatening the legitimacy of European institutions and political parties. If the Lisbon Treaty enters into force, it will increase the powers of the European Parliament (EP). It is more important than ever that the decisions of the EP take into account the needs, interests and perspectives of all the women and men who are affected by European policies.

Political parties play an essential role in the selection of candidates for all elections, as the number of women elected in EP will reflect the number and placing of women on the lists of candidates. Choices made by political parties therefore have an enormous impact on the results of the elections in relation to achieving greater representativeness, justice and equality.

The European Union will also need a stronger presence of women in order to improve its policy making and to be able to fulfil its promises regarding gender equality. Therefore the EWL commits to mobilising European voters to give their votes to women candidates and to political parties who commit themselves to putting gender equality on the top of the EU agenda. 

As the head of your political party you therefore have the possibility, but also the responsibility to contribute to the legitimacy of European democracy and we (name of the organization) calls upon the (name of the party) to introduce immediately measures to ensure women’s equal presence on the lists for the European elections 2009, on the basis of the zip system (1 woman/1man) and to prioritise gender equality issues in your programme.

I am confident that you will do your utmost to ensure an equal representation of women and men in the next European Parliament. 
Sincerely,

Signature

� The European Women’s Lobby is the largest coalition of women’s organisations in the EU present in 28 Member States and accession countries, representing over 2000 direct member organisation See: � HYPERLINK "http://www.womenlobby.org" ��www.womenlobby.org�





